[Are there differences in the treatment of kidney patients if they are admitted to general medicine vs nephrology units? Yes, and they are significant].
The care provided by a nephrologist is fundamental because the nephrologist is able to prevent, recognize and treat the many and complex factors of comorbidity inherent in chronic kidney disease at its various stages. The nephrologist also has the important task of delaying the start of dialysis for as long as possible. Delaying dialysis slightly, even just one year for each patient, will have ethical, social and economic advantages that should be duly weighed and carefully evaluated when adopting organizational models of care involving nephrology. The nephrologist bases his work on the clinical competence acquired and maintained through appropriate training programs based on CME courses and, above all, daily clinical practice that, in order to be truly educational, must reach a sufficient volume of activity to guarantee the best possible outcome to the patient.